
Palm Sunday
A Service of the Word

28th March 2021



1 Greeting
Priest In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All Amen
Priest Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Behold your king comes to you, O Zion,  
meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass.  
Ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of justice. 

All Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever;  
and the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre. 

 You have loved righteousness and hated evil.  
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you  
with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

All Hosanna to the Son of David.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All and also with you. 

Hymn All glory laud and honour
 All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer, King,  

to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
Thou art the King of Israel, 
thou David's royal Son, 
who in the Lord's name comest, 
the King and blessèd one: Refrain 

 The company of angels 
are praising thee on high, 
and mortal men and all things 
created make reply: Refrain 

 The people of the Hebrews 
with palms before thee went: 
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before thee we present: Refrain 

 To thee before thy passion  
they sang their hymns of praise: 
to thee now high exalted  
our melody we raise: Refrain  
 



Thou didst accept their praises, 
accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, 
thou good and gracious King: Refrain 

 
Theodulf of Orleans (c.750-821) translated by John M Neale (1818-1866  

2 Prayers of Penitence
Priest God shows his love for us 

in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.“ 

A moment of silence is kept

Priest We confess our sins, saying…
All Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love,  
and marred your image in us.  
We are sorry and ashamed,  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness  
to walk as children of light. Amen.

Priest May God, who loved the world so much  
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour; 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen



3 The Collect
Priest Almighty and everlasting God,  

who in your tender love towards the human race  
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our flesh  
and to suffer death upon the cross:  
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility  
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 

4 First Bible Reading  Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God  
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name  
    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God



Hymn Ride on, ride on in majesty

  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry. 
 Thy humble beast pursues his road 
 with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 
 
  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 the wingèd squadrons of the sky 
 look down with sad and wondering eyes 
 to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 The last and fiercest strife is nigh: 
 the Father on his sapphire throne 
 awaits his own anointed Son. 
 
   Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 in lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
 then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) 

5 Gospel Reading  Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to 
them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, 
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and 
bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, 
“The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”’ 4 They went 
away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 
were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you 
doing, untying the colt?’ 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 



8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who went ahead 
and those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10     Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he 
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to 
Bethany with the twelve.

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

6 Homily
Andrew will share some thoughts from the Gospel reading

7 Affirmation of Faith
Priest Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
All Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bow,  
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

cf Philippians 2.6-11 



8 Prayers of Intercession 
The following responses may be used
Leader Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer
and at the end
Leader Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  The Lord’s Prayer
Priest Let us pray as Jesus taught

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.

9 Blessing of the Palms
Priest Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

during Lent we have been preparing  
by works of love and self-sacrifice  
for the celebration  
of our Lord's death and resurrection.  
We meet today, at the beginning of Holy Week,  
to begin that solemn celebration  
in union with the Church throughout the world. 
Christ enters his own city  
to complete his work as our Saviour,  
to suffer, to die, and to rise again. 

The people hold up palms or branches while this prayer is said



Priest   God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ  
entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory  
and grant that we who bear them in his name  
may ever hail him as our King,  
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen 

Hymn  Lift high the cross

  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
 till all the world adore his sacred name.  
  Come, let us follow where our Captain trod, 
 our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 
 
  O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us unto thee. 
 
  Let every race and every language tell 
 of him who saves our souls from death and hell. 
 
  Set up thy throne, that earth's despair may cease 
 beneath the shadow of its healing peace. 
 
  For thy blest cross which doth for all atone 
 creation's praises rise before thy throne. 

 
Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956), George William Kitchin (1827-1912) 

© Holder untraced

10  Prayer 
Priest Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself  

in taking the form of a servant,  
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 
give us the mind to follow you  
and to proclaim you as Lord and King,  
to the glory of God the Father.  

All Amen 



The Dismissal 
11 The Blessing 

Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
  Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  

to deny yourselves,  
take up your cross and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
rest upon you and remain with you always. 

All Amen 

12 The Dismissal 
Priest Go now with Christ, 

in faith and love,  
so that, united with him in his sufferings,  
you may share his risen life. 

All  Thanks be to God 
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Holy Week and Easter Services
Unless there is a change to the current plan for the easing of restrictions,  
our Holy Week and Easter Worship will be as follows…

Palm Sunday 28th March
 10:30am Service of the Word - using Zoom and streamed to Facebook Live

12:00noon Private Prayer in Church (until 3pm)
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday in Holy Week
 8:30am Morning Prayer - using Zoom

9:00am Private Prayer in Church (until 3pm) 
 8:00pm Compline and Holy Week reflections - using Zoom
Monday in Holy Week
 11:00am Chrism Service - from Worcester Cathedral streamed to Facebook  
 here… https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/  
 
Maundy Thursday 1st April
 8:30am Morning Prayer - using Zoom

9:00am Private Prayer in Church (until 3pm)
 8:00pm Compline and Holy Week reflection  
 - using Zoom and streamed to Facebook Live
Good Friday 2nd April  
 8:30am Morning Prayer - using Zoom

9:00am Private Prayer in Church (until 3pm)
 12:00noon Service of the Word - using Zoom and streamed to Facebook Live 
 (Note: this service will not be led from church)
Easter Day 4th April

9:00am First Eucharist of Easter - in person service in church (not online) 
 Following all the restrictions in place and assuming that the  

Government ends the ‘Stay at Home’ order on 29th March.  
 Please think carefully about whether it is safe for you to attend.  

10:30am Service of the Word - using Zoom and streamed to Facebook Live 

Thereafter on Wednesdays and Sundays…
Wednesday 7th April

11:30am Eucharist 
 We welcome Fr Mel Smith leading our worship this morning
 
Sunday 11th April
 10:30am Parish Eucharist - in person and streamed to Facebook Live

Please note the provisionality of these plans.  
Covid-19 infection rates can go up as well as down,  

and vaccination is no guarantee that you are virus free.  
Keep following the advice you have been given to reduce infections. 

https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/
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