
Christ, Lord of Creation

A Service of the Word
The Second Sunday before Lent - 7th February 2021



1 Greeting
Priest In the name of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All Amen
Priest Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
All From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world.
 The Lord of glory be with you.
All The Lord bless you

Hymn O worship the King
 
 O worship the King all glorious above; 

O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 

 
 O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.. 

 
 Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?  

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

 
 Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;  
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end! 
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

 
 O measureless might, ineffable love, 

while angels delight to hymn thee above, 
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

 
William Kethe (fl.1559-1594), Robert Grant (1779-1838)



2 Prayers of Penitence
Priest Human sin disfigures the whole creation, 

which groans with eager longing for God's redemption. 
We confess our sin in penitence and faith.

cf Romans 8.22,23

A moment of silence is kept for personal reflection
 We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, 

in the misuse of God’s creation.
 God our Father, we are sorry 

for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy:

All forgive us and help us.
 We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 

but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy:

All forgive us and help us.
 We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,  

but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy:

All forgive us and help us.
 We are thoughtless, 

and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy:

All forgive us and help us.
 We store up goods for ourselves alone, 

as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy:

All forgive us and help us.
 May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen



The Collect
 Let us pray
Silence is kept.
 Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth  
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit  
reigns supreme over all things, 
now and for ever.

All Amen

4 First Bible Reading  Colossians 1:15-20
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross.

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God



Hymn Who can measure heaven and earth?
 Who can measure heaven and earth?  

God was present at their birth; 
who can number seeds or sands?  
every grain is in his hands: 
through creation's countless days 
every dawn sings out his praise.

 Who can tell what wisdom brings, 
first of all created things?  
One alone is truly wise, 
hidden from our earthbound eyes: 
knowledge lies in him alone- 
God, the Lord upon his throne! 

 
 Wisdom in his plans he laid, 

planted her in all he made; 
granted her to humankind, 
sowed her truth in every mind: 
but with richest wisdom blessed  
those who love him first and best. 

 
 Wisdom gives the surest wealth, 

brings her children life and health; 
teaches us to fear the Lord, 
marks a universe restored: 
heaven and earth she will outlast- 
happy those who hold her fast!

 
Christopher Idle © Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns Ltd

4 Gospel Reading  John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 



8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

5 Homily
Andrew will share some thoughts from the Gospel reading

6 Hymn O Lord of every shining constellation
 O Lord of every shining constellation  

that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky, 
grant us your Spirit's true illumination  
to read the secrets of your work on high. 
 
You, Lord, have made the atom's hidden forces, 
your laws its mighty energies fulfil;  
teach us, to whom you give such rich resources, 
in all we use, to serve your holy will. 
 
O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue, 
from flower to bird, from beast to brain of man  
heIp us to trace, from birth to final issue, 
the sure unfolding of your age-long plan. 
 
You, Lord, have stamped your image on your creatures, 
and, though they mar that image, love them still; 
lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features 
we may discern the beauty of your will. 
 
Great Lord of nature, shaping and renewing, 
you made us more than nature's sons to be; 
you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing, 
the road to life and immortality.

Albert F. Bayly (1901-1984) © Oxford University Press



7 Affirmation of Faith
 Let us declare our faith in God.
All We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family  
in heaven and on earth is named. 

 We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 

 We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

cf Ephesians 3 

8 Prayers of Intercession
The following responses may be used, 
but listen for alternative instructions.
Leader Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer
and at the end
Leader MercifulFather,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Priest Let us pray as Jesus taught

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.



Hymn All creatures of our God and King

1 All creatures of our God and King 
 lift up your voice and with us sing 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
 thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
 O praise him, O praise him,  
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
  
2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
 ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
 O praise him, alleluia. 
 Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
 ye lights of evening, find a voice; 
 Chorus  
 
3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
 make music for thy Lord to hear, 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
 that givest hearts both warmth and light: 
 Chorus  
 
4 Dear mother earth, who day by day 
 unfoldest blessings on our way, 
 O praise him, alleluia. 
 The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
 let them his glory also show: 
 Chorus  
 
5 Let all things their Creator bless, 
 and worship him in humbleness; 
 O praise him, alleluia. 
 Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
 and praise the Spirit, Three in One; 
 Chorus  

 
William Henry Draper (1855-1933)  

based on “Laudato sii, O me signore” St Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun



9 The Conclusion
Priest Lord our God, 

on the first day of creation 
you made the light that scatters the darkness. 
Let Christ, the light of lights, 
hidden from all eternity, 
shine at last on your people 
and free us from the darkness of sin. 
Fill our lives with joy 
as we go to serve in his name. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

All Amen

 The Blessing
Priest May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the source of all goodness and growth, 
pour his blessing upon all things created, 
and upon you his children, 
that you may use his gifts  
to his glory and the welfare of all peoples; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen

10 The Dismissal
  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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