
Ash Wednesday
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1 Greeting
Priest In the name of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All Amen

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you

All and also with you

Hymn Be thou my Guardian

  Be thou my guardian and my guide, 
and hear me when I call; 
let not my slippery footsteps slide, 
and hold me lest I fall. 

 The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell 
around the path I tread; 
O save me from the snares of hell, 
thou quickener of the dead. 

 And if I tempted am to sin, 
and outward things are strong, 
do thou, O Lord, keep watch within, 
and save my soul from wrong. 

 Still let me ever watch and pray, 
and feel that I am frail; 
that if the tempter cross my way, 
yet he may not prevail. 

Isaac Williams (1802-1865)

2 Introduction
Priest Brothers and sisters in Christ: since early days 

Christians have observed with great devotion the time 
of our Lord's Passion and Resurrection and prepared 
for this by a season of penitence and fasting. 

   



  By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to 
heart the call to repentance and the assurance of 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in 
faith and in devotion to our Lord. 

  I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,  
to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God's holy word. 

 Let us pray for the grace to keep Lent faithfully 

   We keep a moment of silence 
  Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: 

rescue us from the chaos of sin 
and through the death of your Son 
bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen 

3 First Bible Reading  Isaiah 58:1-12
Shout out, do not hold back! 
    Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
    to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 Yet day after day they seek me  
    and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practised righteousness 
    and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
    they delight to draw near to God. 
3 ‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?  
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’  
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
    and oppress all your workers. 
4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight  
    and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
    will not make your voice heard on high. 
5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself?  



Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the Lord?
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke?  
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
    the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 
9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
    and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11 The Lord will guide you continually, 
    and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
    and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, 
    whose waters never fail. 
12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations  
 of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
    the restorer of streets to live in.

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God



Hymn O for a closer walk with God
 O for a closer walk with God, 

a calm and heavenly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road  
that leads me to the Lamb. 
 
Return, O holy Dove! return, 
sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 
and drove Thee from my breast. 
 
The dearest idol I have known, 
whate'er that idol be, 
help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
and worship only Thee. 
 
So shall my walk be close with God, 
calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road  
that leads me to the Lamb.

William Cowper (1731-1800)

4 Gospel Reading  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 
be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.[…]



16 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.
19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.

For the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

5 Homily
Andrew will share some thoughts from the Gospel reading

6 Prayers of Penitence

Priest Let us now call to mind our sin  
and the infinite mercy of God. 

A moment of silence is kept 
  God the Father 
All have mercy on us 
  God the Son, 
All have mercy on us 
 God the Holy Spirit 
All have mercy on us 
 Trinity of Love 
All have mercy on us 
All Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 

   



  We have not loved you  
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven 

All Lord have mercy 
 We have been deaf to your call  

to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

All Lord have mercy 
  We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness:  

the pride, hypocrisy and impatience of our lives. 
All Lord have mercy 
  We confess our self-indulgent appetites and ways,  

and our exploitation of other people 
All Lord have mercy 
  We confess our anger at our own frustration 

and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves 
All Lord have mercy 
  We confess our intemperate love  

of worldly goods and comforts  
and our dishonesty in daily life and work 

All Lord have mercy 
  We confess our negligence in prayer and worship 

and our failure to commend the faith that is in us 
All Lord have mercy 
  Accept our repentance, for the wrongs we have done, 

for our blindness to human need and suffering, 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord 
  for all false judgements, 

for uncharitable thoughts towards our neighbours 
and for our prejudice and contempt  
towards those who differ from us. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord 
 for our waste and pollution of your creation and our 

lack of concern for those who come after us. 
All Accept our repentance, Lord 



 Restore us, good Lord,  
and let your anger depart from us. 

All Favourably hear us, for your mercy is great 
  Accomplish in us the work of your salvation 
All that we may show your glory in the world  
  By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
All bring us with all your saints  

to the joy of his resurrection 
   We keep a moment of silence and then say together 
All We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly,  
love mercy,  
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen 

Priest The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble  
and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All Amen 

 The Lord’s Prayer
Priest Let us pray as Jesus taught

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.



Hymn Praise to the holiest in the height
 Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
 
O loving wisdom of our God! 
when all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight  
and to the rescue came. 
 
O generous love! that he, who smote  
in man for man the foe, 
the double agony in man  
for man should undergo; 
 
And in the garden secretly, 
and on the Cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire  
to suffer and to die. 
 
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890)

14  Prayer after Communion 
Priest Almighty God,  

you have given your only Son to be for us  
both a sacrifice for sin  
and also an example of godly life:  
give us grace that we may always most thankfully 
receive his gifts, and also daily endeavour  
to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen 



The Dismissal 
15 Responsory 

Priest This is love, not that we loved God, 
All but that he loved us and sent his Son 
 He is the sacrifice for our sins, 
All that we might live through him 
  If God loves us so much 
All we ought to love one another 
  If we love one another 
All God lives in us 

16 The Dismissal Gospel   Luke 15: 4-7 
Priest Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All Glory to you O Lord 
Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.” 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
people who need no repentance.
Priest This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you O Christ 



17 The Blessing 
Priest May God the Father, who does not despise the 

broken spirit, give to you a contrite heart. 
All Amen 
 May Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, heal you by his wounds. 
All Amen 
 May the Holy Spirit who leads you into all truth, 

speak to you words of pardon and peace. 
All Amen 
 …and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
rest upon you and remain with you always. 

All Amen 

18 The Dismissal 
Priest Go in the peace of Christ 
All  Thanks be to God 
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