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1 Greeting and preparation 
 
Priest We meet in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen 
Priest May the light and peace of  
 Jesus Christ our Lord be with you. 
All and also with you 

 
The priest offers words of welcome and introduction 
 
Priest Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall the day on 
which he was presented in the Temple, when he was 
offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a 
sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, 
as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old age 
Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as 
we today sing of his glory. In this act of worship, we 
celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching 
judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and 
forward to the coming days of his passion. 

 

  



2 Blessing of candles 
In normal circumstances the Priest would now bless the 
candles being used for baptisms and confirmations during the 
coming year.  Adam will still do this, but you are also invited to 
bring any candles you will be using at home during the year to 
be blessed at the same time. If you are doing this please hold 
them up to your screen so that we can all see them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priest Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

bless these candles, and pour into the hearts of your 
faithful people the brilliance of your eternal 
splendour, that we, who by these kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, may have the 
darkness of our souls dispelled, and so be counted 
worthy to stand before you in that eternal city where 
you live and reign, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and for ever. 
All    Amen. 
 
Priest We wait for your loving-kindness, O Lord, 
All  in the midst of your temple. 
 
Priest  Open to us the gates of righteousness, 
All  that we may enter and give thanks for the Lord.  
 
Priest God is the Lord who has shown us light 
All Let us offer in his dwelling 
 an oblation with great gladness. 

 

  



3 The first hymn 
‘Like a candle flame’ sung by St Martin’s Voices. 
 
1 Like a candle flame, 

 flick'ring small in our darkness. 
 Uncreated light 
 shines through infant eyes. 
 God is with us, alleluia,  
 God is with us, alleluia,  
 come to save us, alleluia,  
 come to save us,  
 alleluia! 

 
2 Stars and angels sing, 

 yet the earth sleeps in shadows; 
 can this tiny spark 
 set a world on fire? 
 Chorus  

 
3 Yet His light shall shine 

 from our lives, Spirit blazing, 
 as we touch the flame 
 of His holy fire. 
 Chorus 

 
Graham Kendrick (born 1950) 
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4 Prayers of penitence  
 

Priest Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 
but shall have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 
and confess them in penitence and faith. 

 
A moment of silence is kept. 

 
  



All Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light.  Amen. 

 
Priest Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 

 
5  The Collect 

 
Priest Almighty and ever-living God, 

clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day  
presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen. 
 

  



6  First Bible reading  Malachi 3:1-5  
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, 
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years.  Then I will draw near to you for 
judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, 
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against 
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, 
and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do 
not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.  
 
Reader For the Word of the Lord 
All   Thanks be to God.  

 

7 The second hymn 
‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’ sung by St Martin’s Voices. 
 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my dear Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace. 
 

3 He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice; 
 the humble poor believe. 
 

2 Jesus - the name that charms  
      our fears, 
 that bids our sorrows cease; 
 'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
 'tis life, and health, and peace. 
 

4 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim 
 and spread through all the earth  
       abroad 
 the honours of thy name. 
 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)  



8 Second Bible reading – Luke 2.22–40 
 
Priest  Today the Lord is presented in the Temple 
   in substance of our mortal nature. 
All   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 Priest Today the Blessed Virgin comes 
   to be purified in accordance with the law. 
 All  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Priest Today old Simeon proclaims Christ 
   as the light of the nations and the glory of Israel. 
All   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying,  
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’  
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’  
 



There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.  
When they had finished everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him. 
 
Priest For the Word of the Lord 
All   Thanks be to God.  

 
9 Homily  

Adam will share some thoughts on the Gospel reading.  

 
10  Anthem  

We will listen to ‘Christ as a light’ by Margaret Rizza sung by  
St Martin’s Voices to aid our reflection on all that we have 
thought and heard from God. 
 

11 Affirmation of faith  
We stand as the priest invites us to proclaim our faith  
 
Priest Let us declare our faith in God 
 

All  We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 



12 Prayers of intercession 
 
Leader Lord in your mercy 
All hear our prayer 
 
and at the end… 
Leader Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

13 The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come;  
your will be done; 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
  



14 The final hymn 
‘In a world where people walk in darkness’,  
sung by St Martin’s Voices. 
 
1 In a world where people walk in darkness, 

 let us turn our faces to the light, 
 to the light of God revealed in Jesus, 
 to the daystar scattering our night. 
 For the light is stronger than the darkness  
 and the day will overcome the night,  
 though the shadows linger all around us,  
 let us turn our faces to the light.  

 
2 In a world where suffering of the helpless 

 casts a shadow all along the way, 
 let us bear the cross of Christ with gladness 
 and proclaim the dawning of the day. 
 Chorus  

 
3 Let us light a candle in the darkness, 

 in the face of death a sign of life; 
 as a sign of hope where all seemed hopeless, 
 as a sign of peace in place of strife. 
 Chorus 
 

Robert A Willis (born 1947) © Very Revd Robert A Willis 
 

15 The blessing and dismissal  
The Nunc Dimittis will now be played, sung by St Martin’s 
Voices.  During this please light your candle, and if you can do 
so safely, hold it up to your screen.  
 
Now Lord you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen: the salvation; 
Which you have prepared: in the sight of every people, 
A light to reveal you to the nations: 
and the glory of your people Israel.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever.   
Amen.  

Luke 2.29-32 



 
Priest Father, we have sung your praise with  

shepherds and angels: 
may Christ be born in our hearts today. 

All Praise to Christ our light. 
 

Priest We have shared in the joy of Simeon and Anna; 
help us, like them, to trust your word. 

All Praise to Christ our light. 
 

Priest We have greeted Jesus, the light of the world; 
may we be filled with the light of your love. 

All Praise to Christ our light. 
 

Priest And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
rest upon you, and remain with you always 

All Amen 
 

Priest We stand near the place of new birth. 
All Let us shine with the light of your love. 

 

Priest We turn from the crib to the cross. 
All Let us shine with the light of your love. 
 

Priest We go to carry his light. 
All Let us shine with the light of your love. 
 

Priest Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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