
A Service of the Word
The Third Sunday of Epiphany - 24th January 2021



1 Greeting
Priest In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
All Amen
Priest Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
All From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world.
 The Lord of glory be with you.
All The Lord bless you

Hymn O worship the Lord
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim;
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
Kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name.

Low at His feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
High on His heart He will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine; 
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on His shrine.

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
He will accept for the name that is dear;
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
Trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His name.

John S. B. Monsell



2 Prayers of Penitence
Priest What God has prepared for those who love him, 

he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

A moment of silence is kept for personal reflection
 O Lord, how manifold are your works!  

In wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures. 
Forgive our forgetting of your presence in the world  
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
 In spite of all this they still sinned;  

they did not believe in his wonders. 
Forgive our doubts of salvation.  
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.
 Do not cast me away from your presence,  

and do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Cleanse, restore, and heal us O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
 The God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen
c.f.  Psalms 104, 78, 51 



The Collect
 Let us pray
Silence is kept.
 Almighty God, 

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen

4 First Bible Reading  Revelation 19:6-10
I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out,

 ‘Hallelujah!  
For the Lord our God  
    the Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his bride has made herself ready; 
8 to her it has been granted to be clothed  
    with fine linen, bright and pure’—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
9 And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These 
are true words of God.’ 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but 
he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and 
your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’



Hymn The God of Abram praise!
The God of Abram praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above,
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love.
To him uplift your voice
At whose supreme command
From earth we rise, and seek the joys
At his right hand.

There dwells the Lord our King,
The Lord our Righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace;
On Zion’s sacred height
His kingdom he maintains,
And glorious with His saints in light forever reigns.

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing;
And, holy, holy, holy, cry, Almighty King.
Who was and is the same,
And ever more shall be;
Eternal Father, Great I AM, we worship Thee.

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high;
Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! They ever cry.
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine!
I join the heavenly lays; 
all might and majesty are Thine, and endless praise.

Thomas Olivers

4 Gospel Reading  John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4 And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5 His 
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6 Now standing 
there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with 
water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 



8 He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ 
So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and 
said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

5 Homily
Andrew will share some thoughts from the Gospel reading

6 Anthem Christ is our Light ~ Leith Fisher
 Christ is our light! the bright and morning star  

covering with radiance all from near and far.  
Christ be our light, shine on, shine on we pray  
into our hearts, into our world today. 
Christ is our love! baptised that we may know  
the love of God among us, swooping low.  
Christ be our love, bring us to turn our face  
and see you in the light of heaven's embrace. 

 Christ is our joy! transforming wedding guest!  
Through water turned to wine the feast was blessed.  
Christ be our joy; your glory let us see,  
as your disciples did in Galilee.

7 Prayers of Intercession
The following responses may be used,  
but listen for alternative instructions.
Leader Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer
and at the end 
Leader MercifulFather,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.



8 The Lord’s Prayer
Priest Let us pray as Jesus taught

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn Christ is the King

Christ is the King! O friends rejoice;  
brothers and sisters with one voice 
tell all the world he is your choice. Alleluia. 

O magnify the Lord, and raise  
anthems of joy and holy praise 
for Christ's brave saints of ancient days. Alleluia. 

O Christian women, Christian men,  
all the world over, seek again 
the Way disciples followed then. Alleluia. 

Let love's unconquerable might  
your scattered companies unite  
in service to the Lord of light. Alleluia. 

So shall God's will on earth be done,  
new lamps be lit, new tasks begun,  
and the whole church at last be one. Alleluia. 

G. K. A. Bell  1883-1958



9 The Conclusion
Priest Almighty Father, 

whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
is the light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped,  
and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen

 The Blessing
Priest As God transformed pure water into finest wine, 

an orderly wedding reception into great rejoicing  
and disbelieving hearts into faithful disciples 
so may God transform you by the wildness of his Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen

10 The Dismissal
 We have come to Christ, the living water. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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